
God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Trust God’s Sovereignty
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God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Trust God’s Sovereignty

Trust God’s Word
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"See, I have deliveredI have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king 
and its fighting men." (6:2)

"Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army 
with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have deliveredI have delivered into your 

hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land." (8:1) 

"Do not be afraid of them; I have givenI have given them into your hand. Not 
one of them will be able to withstand you." (10:8) 

"Do not be afraid of them, because by this time tomorrow I will I will 
hand all of them overhand all of them over to Israel, slain." (11:6a)

The Lord said to JoshuaThe Lord said to Joshua



God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Trust God’s Sovereignty

Trust God’s Word

Trust God’s Provision
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Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai … and told them, "Go 
up and spy out the region." … When they returned to Joshua, 

they said, "Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. 
Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all 

the people, for only a few men are there.“ (7:2-3)

The men of Israel … did not inquire of the LORD.  Then Joshua 
made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the 

leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath. (9:14-15)

Do Not Trust in YourselfDo Not Trust in Yourself



God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Don’t trust in your own understanding
God judges righteously

God spares graciously

God hardens justly
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Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD,
but he who hardens his heart falls into trouble.

Proverbs 28:14

Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants to have 
mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.

Romans 9:18

The Hardening of the HeartThe Hardening of the Heart



17 verses speak of Pharaoh's Hard Heart
2 verses predict the hardening of his heart.

4 verses explain that his heart became hard or was hard

3 verses say Pharaoh hardened his heart

8 verses say God hardened Pharaoh’s heart

God 1st hardened Pharaoh’s heart after the 6th plague

Pharaoh hardened his heart after the 7th plague

God then kept Pharaoh’s heart hard to complete His judgment 

The Example of Pharaoh's Hard HeartThe Example of Pharaoh's Hard Heart



So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts
to follow their own devices.

Psalm 81:12

Therefore God gave them over 
in the sinful desires of their hearts.

Romans 1:24a

God gives sinners over to their sin. God gives sinners over to their sin. 



"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day."

John 6:44

"So then, God has granted even
the Gentiles repentance unto life."

Acts 11:18

God draws people to HimselfGod draws people to Himself
and grants them repentance.and grants them repentance.



God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Don’t trust in your own understanding

Don’t fear life’s giants
God’s people are not grasshoppers
"We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak

come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

Numbers 13:33
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God teaches us in defeat and success!

Don’t trust in earthly devices

Don’t trust in your own understanding

Don’t fear life’s giants
God’s people are not grasshoppers

God’s people will have the victory
David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and 
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied."

I Samuel 17:45

Joshua 11: ConquestJoshua 11: Conquest



Conclusion: What is God teaching you?Conclusion: What is God teaching you?

“I am to be trusted above all!”

“My ways are not your ways!”

“I can do more than you can imagine!”




